
 
 
 
 

 

 
To Whom It May Concern:  
 
As Executive Director for the National Association of Development Organizations 
(NADO), I am pleased to write this letter in support of the Appalachian EB-5 Regional 
Center (EB-5 Center) with headquarters in Asheville, NC. NADO is a network of 540 
multi-jurisdictional regional planning and development organizations across the US 
that deliver and manage critical federal and state programs. 
 
At NADO we understand that in order to address the challenges in our local economies 
we must actively seek out additional resources that present new opportunities to sustain 
and grow our communities. The EB-5 Center is a great example of such a resource to 
work with at the regional level because it attracts foreign direct investment from 
carefully screened high net worth individuals to support quality job projects in targeted 
employment areas.  
 
On a personal note, I am pleased that the EB-5 Center is being led by two veteran 
economic developers, CEO Dale Carroll and Sr. VP Pam Lewis.  I have worked with Dale 
and Pam on several important economic capacity building programs in Western North 
Carolina throughout my professional career. At AdvantageWest Economic Development 
Group they implemented the Certified Industrial Site (CIS) program, the first shovel-
ready site initiative of its kind in the US; followed by the Certified Entrepreneurial 
Community (CEC) program, another first in the country; the nationally recognized Blue 
Ridge Food Ventures facility; and the Advantage Opportunity Fund, the first regional 
revolving loan fund. They have demonstrated that fostering collaboration between 
federal, state and local officials with the private sector delivers beneficial shared 
outcomes. 
 
More recently, they have been recognized for Dale’s public service as NC Deputy 
Secretary of Commerce/COO and Pam’s founding of VentureAsheville on behalf of the 
Asheville-Buncombe Economic Development Coalition. I look forward to working with 
Dale and Pam in their new roles with the EB-5 Center. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Joe McKinney 
Executive Director 


